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PACT SHEET 


The 10 Principal Cities of South Vietnam 
Attacked During the Tet Offensive 


A discussion of reports of attacks against the 10 
piSficipal cities. of South Vietnam and reported action taken \ 
f ^Llows: * \ 

1. Saigon - Only three warnings were received which 
pointed to a possible attack on Saigon. For example, a 
document captured in December described enemy plans to 
infiltrate the city. In addition, a prisoner of war stated 
that an enemy regiment had been given a tactical plan to 
launch a major attack against the city. As a precautionary 
measure, an ARVN unit was deployed around Chi Hoa Prison 
and the National Broadcasting Station; the Communists at¬ 
tacked on 30 January and fighting continued until 4 Feb¬ 
ruary when the center of Saigon was finally considered 
secured. 

2. Hue - Eure. warnings of impending attacks _on_Hue_ .... 
were_ received. , 

.■' All US and' atcvin forces had 

been on full alert since thS "~28 January cancellation of the 
truce in I CTZ; however, enemy forces were able to hold 
out- in-- the~city-~until 2 March; -- ' 

3« Da Nang; - Eleven warnings of an attack on Da Nang 
were received, m 5 . 

When the 30 January attacks 

occurred. Allied forces were" well positioned and enemy forces 
could not gain a foothold in the city; Da Nang was secured 
after 8 hours of fighting. The enemy's Da Nang City Plan 

was knowii to US Forces as far back as 1 September 1967. 

\ 

• 

4. Bien Hoa - Seven agent reports of attacks on Bien 
Hoa were received. These reports warned of impending at¬ 
tacks on the napalm storage area, Bien Hoa Air Base,' and 
other major installations in the area. As a result of 
prior warning, the air base was on alert and friendly forces 
were able to'counter the series of enemy attacks which 
began on 29-30 January and continued until 3' February. 
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5. Phan Thiet - Two agents reported the movement of 
mortars to the Phan Thiet area but there were no other warn¬ 
ings of impending attacks received. Enemy forces began 
their attacks on 30-31 January and were not driven out of 
the city until 3 February. 

I 6. Can Tho - An agent reported enemy^movement^to^Can 
Tho "prior to Tit. Another agent report, although not ma 
ing specific reference to Can Tho, did state that the VC 
planned to move into the larger populated areas m IV CTZ 
to attack GVN installations. An ARVN battalion was dis 
patched°to Can Tho on 30 January as a precautionary measure. 
First contact was made on 31 January and sporadic fight- g 
continued to late 6 February. 

7 Nha Trang - Seven warnings of impending attacks 
were received on Is ha Trang. Of these, four were captured 
documents and three were agent reports. Captured documents 

listed a three phase attack plan by _ two enemy« SSe 
to attack district towns in the vicinity of Nha Tr ^6* 

Based on these reports, friendly combat events 

for attacks. Tet leaves were cancelled, combat units were 

placed on alert, and defensive positions were reinforced. 

The -expected attacks began early 30 January and by 31 
January the city was quiet. _ 

8. Da Lat - Three agent reports warned that Da Lat 
City would be attacked, one of which reported for several 
months on plans. Attacks began early 1 February, 
only small units of ARVN/RF/PF forces were in the-vici:^ 
and ARVN reinforcements were required to turn back the ene y 
By 3 February the city was secure. _ _ _ 
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10. Pleiku - Among the 10 


princiP 8 ^ citi®® ^^^cit-t-a-cks > 

a n? possible enemy_a.ttagK^ 


ttacked 


Plei ku r eceiv ed the most warnings 


' ' The enemy attack plan was \ 

capt ured on 5 January', andTS forces were fully prepared. -■ 
Afcriefing held- 23 January by the Commanding General US « 
4t^Infantry Division on the security of Pleiku discussed 
recent intelligence reports which indicated that a major 
buildup of enemy forces was apparent and an attack on 
Pleiku was imminent. The Commanding General directed all 
major commanders in the Pleiku Complex to make all neces¬ 
sary preparations for a battle, including the placement of 
additional security forces and directed the staffs determine 
the most likely positions the enemy would select to block 
friendly reinforcement attempts and determine ways to destroy 
those positions. Fighting began early on 30 January and 
ended late on 2 February. Enemy forces only temporarily 
held peripheral areas of the city. 


Footnote 

This, fact sheet briefly describes the ten principal 
cities attacked during the Tet offensive. When viewed in 
isolation, they appear to present an oversimplified picture 
of the prior warning received by Allied forces before the 
attacks began. Much of the intelligence information warn¬ 
ing of attacks' that was received by Allied agencies con¬ 
sisted of low level reports which, could not be substantiated 
at the time, but when viewed in retrospect, assumed addi¬ 
tional validity. Also, as is normal in Vietnam, many 
tenuous reports of pending attacks and attack planning were 
received, but related attacks never took place. 





